THE GEOLOGICAL SOCIETY
The Geological Society of London (GSL) was founded in 1807. It is the oldest national geological society in the world and the largest in Europe. It was incorporated under Royal Charter in 1825 and is Registered Charity 210161.
The Society is the UK national learned and professional society for geology with a worldwide Fellowship (FGS) of over 9000. The Society has the power to confer Chartered status on suitably qualified Fellows, and about 2000 of the Fellowship carry the title (CGeol) . Chartered Geologists may also obtain the equivalent European title, European Geologist (EurGeol). One fifth of the Society's fellowship resides outside the UK. To find out more about the Society, log on to www.geolsoc.org.uk.
The Geological Society Publishing House (Bath, UK) produces the Society's international journals and books, and acts as European distributor for selected publications of the American Association of Petroleum Geologists (AAPG), the Indonesian Petroleum Association (IPA), the Geological Society of America (GSA), the Society for Sedimentary Geology (SEPM) and the Geologists' Association (GA). Joint marketing agreements ensure that GSL Fellows may purchase these societies' publications at a discount. The Society's online bookshop (accessible from www.geolsoc.org.uk) offers secure book purchasing with your credit or debit card.
To find out about joining the Society and benefiting from substantial discounts on publications of GSL and other societies worldwide, consult www.geolsoc.org.uk, or contact the Fellowship Department at: The Geological Society, Burlington House, Piccadilly, London W1J 0BG: Tel. +44 (0) Although it is a little more than a decade since the First Edition of this book was published (1992) there have been significant developments in our understanding of major geological processes and a huge increase in the available database on British geology. Of particular importance has been the growth in our knowledge of the timing and paths of plate movements and the distribution of plates on the Earth's surface. In the light of this knowledge it is possible to infer how the plate movements have driven deformation of the Earth's crust. Thus we can view the sequence of geological events in a dynamic context, unfolding through time. When planning this new edition the editors and the Publications Committee of the Geological Society agreed that a dynamic view of the evolution of our region should be reflected in the volume while it would retain a sound stratigraphical basis -following as far as possible the schemes produced in the Geological Society's Special Report Series, which has a separate report on the stratigraphy and correlation of each system in Britain. Thus the book is organized primarily as an account of the evolution of the area, with chapters arranged on a temporal basis.
For each interval of time, authors were asked to place the geology of England and Wales into its global and regional context; summarize the basic lithostratigraphy and chronostratigraphy; and discuss the regional development basinby-basin. As part of the plan to integrate as many aspects of geology as possible, offshore geology is no longer dealt with in a separate chapter and chapters specifically on 'Structure' and 'Igneous Intrusions' have not been repeated. Instead the main orogenic episodes, the Acadian and Variscan orogenies and their resulting fold belts, are described in separate chapters, as are the phases of major intrusion, the Early Palaeozoic plutons and the Cornubian granites of SW England. Following the decline in metalliferous mining and coal mining there is no specific chapter on economic geology, but significant economic deposits, such as coal, hydrocarbons and building resources, are mentioned wherever appropriate.
The diversity of expertise that is necessary to do justice to the complexity of modern geology and the multiplicity of approaches to its understanding has entailed a substantial increase in the number of authors of this volume, to 40. Few chapters have a single author, which is likely to be the pattern in the future. Inevitably in such a multi-author compilation there has been some variation in the interpretation of the editorial guidelines, and some authors perceived a need to expand considerably the discussion of some of the broader aspects, such as palaeogeography, where there are strongly conflicting interpretations in the previous literature. The editors have taken a liberal approach to this variation in the hope that it will lead to a greater understanding of the fascinating geology of England and Wales, highlight some of the remaining problems, and provide a valuable account for both geoscientists in the British Isles and visitors from overseas.
